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SUBJECT: FEDERAL I .RADERS' REACTION TO QUEBEC WHITE PAPER 
REF: OTTAWA 2314 

1 . DURING PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION PERIOD APRIL 4, PM TRUDEAU 
OFFERED FIRST VIEWS ON QUEBEC'S LANGUAGE WHITE PAPER. 
ALTHOUGH HE FELT MOST OF PQ WHITE PAPER LANGUAGE PLAN 
WOULD BE CONSTITUTIONAL, HE TERMED STEPS ENVISAGED TO 
REALIZE PLAN "REGRESSIVE". 

2. PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE (PC) OPPOSITION LEADER CLARK, 
INITIATING CONSTITUTIONALITY DISCUSSION, QUERIED TRUDEAU 

AS TO "WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA INTENDS TO BECOME 
FORMALLY INVOLVED IN THE DISCUSSION". TRUDEAU REPLIED: 

"NO, WE HAVE NOT CONTEMPLATED THAT. I WOULD GLADLY 
ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS ON THE SUBJECT. I AM SURE MY 
MINISTERS WILL FEEL FREE TO COMMENT ON IT AS IT MIGHT 
AFFECT THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS OF QUEBEC. WE DO, HOWEVER, 
CONSIDER IT TO BE A WHITE PAPER, NOT LEGISLATION AS OF 
YET. WE VERY MUCH HOPE THAT THAT WHITE PAPER WILL CHANGE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 OTTAWA 02405 0522 15Z 

IN SOME IMPORTANT ASPECTS BEFORE IT IS MADE INTO LAW". 

3. CLARK CONTINUED ASKING "WHETHER THE PRIME MINISTER 
OR THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE HAVE REQUESTED THE LAW 
OFFICERS OF THE FEDERAL CROWN TO STUDY THE WHITE PAPER 
(AS TO ITS CONSTITUTIONALITY)". TRUDEAU REPLIED "AT THIS 
STAGE, I DO NOT THINK THERE IS ANYTHING THAT THE LAW 
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OFFICERS OF THE CROWN CAN DO ABOUT A WHITE PAPER WHICH 
IS MERELY AN EXPRESSION OF INTENTIONS AND NOT A LEGIS- 
LATIVE ACT IN ITSELF". 

4. IN RESPONSE TO LATER OPPOSITION QUESTION, TRUDEAU 
SAID, "I REPEAT THAT WE TOTALLY AGREE ON THE BASIC 
PRINCIPLES TO MAKE AN ORIGINAL CULTURE OUT OF THE 
PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. IT IS ON THE MEANS TAKEN THAT, IN 
OUR VIEW , PARTIAL DISAGREEMENT EXISTS. ..IDO NOT SEE 
WHAT THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC WOULD STAND TO GAIN THROUGH 
INDEPENDENCE SINCE 99 PERCENT OF THE WHITE PAPER COULD 
PROBABLY BE ACHIEVED WITHIN THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION". 

5. COMMENT: TRUDEAU'S ANSWERS STAKE OUT MIDDLE GROUND, 
CRITICIZING PQ GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER, ON ONE HAND, BUT 
ADOPTING WAIT-AND-SEE STANCE UNTIL LEGISLATION FOLLOWS, 

ON OTHER HAND. AT THE LEAST. THIS GIVES FEDERAL GOVERN- 
MENT TIME TO PLOT ITS NEXT MOVE WHILE LETTING ITS 
GENERAL DISSATISFACTION WITH THRUST OF PQ LANGUAGE POLICY 
BE KNOWN. ENDERS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PARTY LINE, DOCUMENTS, PARTY LEADERS, OFFICIAL LANGUAGE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 05-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977OTTAWA02405 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 18-1021 
Format: TEL 
From: OTTAWA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770486/aaaacxnb.tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 451aefa9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 OTTAWA 2314 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2893771 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FEDERAL LEADERS/' REACTION TO QUEBEC WHITE PAPER 
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, CA, (TRUDEAU, PIERRE-ELLIOTT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/451 aefa9-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



